This well-established pocket-sized handbook is now in its sixth edition.
The first section describes evaluation of patients for anaesthesia with a variety of common medical problems. The second section outlines the anaesthetic management of patients for most types of surgery. The final section has several chapters evaluating perioperative issues. In this section two new chapters have been added: Complementary and Alternative Medicine along with Ethical and End of Life Issues.
The book is consistent and well set out. The reading list at the end of each chapter is current. Although as expected it has a North American perspective, the book covers the fundamentals of anaesthesia well. The nature of the book only allows superficial consideration of most issues. This is an excellent book for anaesthetic nurses, medical residents rotating through anaesthetic departments and registrars starting their training. By the book's own admission it does not replace other more comprehensive anaesthetic texts.
A The use of inhaled anaesthetics remains a core element of the practice of most anaesthetists and a detailed understanding of their pharmacology by the specialist anaesthetist is assumed. In the past 40 years, anaesthesia trainees in Australia have moved from halothane and methoxyflurane through enflurane and isoflurane to sevoflurane and desflurane. Because of the delayed introduction in Australia of desflurane, this latest agent has only recently become firmly established. However, I detect that this has now occurred, as current trainees often appear to regard a question about isoflurane as outdated. Choice between these key drugs must be based on detailed knowledge, including the history of their development.
This text is a very welcome addition to the anaesthesia literature as previously much of the comparative pharmacology of the newer agents was only available as original articles or limited reviews. This book is written by outstanding experts in the field, and is an excellent review of the literature until 2001. The literature on both desflurane and sevoflurane has matured and entered something of a plateau phase, so the timing of the book is good, and the predicted half-time for decay and placement in the historical section of the library suitably long. Some may expect the first author to have a bias towards desflurane because of involvement in its development, but I believe any such effect on this comprehensive literature review would be insignificant.
The stylish contemporary presentation of the text will appeal to some readers but I prefer larger print, less white space on the page and a soft cover to reduce cost. The format includes a list of learning objectives for each chapter which accurately reflect the content and are much more than a point summary. They are useful in indicating the most relevant questions (some unanswered at present) for the practising anaesthetist in each chapter and would also be a good study guide prior to anaesthesia exams. These 241 BOOK REVIEWS Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 31, No. 2, April 2003 
